RULES MEETING 1999

AGENDA
1
To consider the effect of last year’s rule changes.

2
To consider the application of the following NCAA rule changes to British football;

a
Rule 1-4-3-c 
Players and Playing Equipment - Contrasting colours

Add
“If worn, gloves or hand pads must be gray in colour”.

The intention is to avoid similarities in colour between gloves and the opponents shirts. This item was considered last year and not adopted as it was felt it would impose an unnecessary financial burden on players. Implementation was deferred by NCAA until August 2000.

b
Rule 1-4-4-e
Players and Playing Equipment - Mandatory Equipment

Add
“The jersey must be full length and tucked into the pants.”

The intention is to ensure that all equipment is covered and held in place. Team appearance is also a concern of the NCAA committee and this rule is felt to improve that appearance.

c
Rule 1-4-5-r
Players and Playing equipment - Illegal Equipment

New
“Visible bandannas worn on the field of play or end zones” 

New
“AR 1-4-5-II
During a charged Team B timeout, B33 removes his helmet while on the field of play and is wearing a bandanna. RULING: Team B is charged with an additional timeout. If its timeouts are exhausted, Team B will be penalised five yards at the succeeding spot (Rule 3-3-6 and 3-4-2-b-2).”

The NCAA committee is concerned about the image of the game and the perceived association of bandannas with street gangs.

d
Rule 3-5-2-c
Substitutions - Legal substitutions

Add
“Team A may not break its huddle with 12 or more players.” 

New
“AR 3-5-2-VIII
Team A has 11 players in its huddle when A27 approaches the huddle as it breaks. RULING: Dead-ball foul. Penalty-Five yards from the succeeding spot.”

The intent is to make illegal substitutions more obvious.

e
Rule 7-3-2 Penalty
Forward Pass - Illegal Forward Pass

Add
“Loss of down at the spot of the foul if the illegal pass is thrown by Team A to save loss of yardage.”

This effectively gives Team B the sack which would have occurred except for the intentional grounding which is not otherwise penalised.

f
Rule 9-1-4-a Penalty
Contact and Interference Fouls - Illegal Interference

Change
“. . .  enforcement spot most advantageous to the offended team.” to “ . . . basic spot.”

This was the last reference in penalty enforcement to “most advantageous spot”. The NCAA committee felt that, as other uses of this spot had gradually been changed, this isolated example should be removed. Basic spot enforcement was felt to be sufficient for this rare occurrence.

g
Rule 2-25-12
Definitions - Spots

Delete
Most Advantageous Spot

This definition is deleted as there is now no reference to it in the rest of the rules. 

h
Rule 9-3-3-b Penalty
Blocking, Use of Hand and Arm - Use of Hands or Arms by Offense

Add
“10 yards from the previous spot for holding behind the neutral zone when the run ends behind the neutral zone or a legal forward pass is thrown. Safety if the holding occurs behind Team A’s goal line.”

This change was made because of the concern that a 10 yard holding penalty from the spot of the foul when this is behind the neutral zone can be a drive killer as it can result in very long yardage being required for a new first down. This argument was accepted but only for plays ending behind the neutral zone as there is always the option of  team B declining the yardage and still having a net benefit. Plays ending beyond the neutral zone will still be basic spot enforcement because the yardage beyond the line may not have been gained except for the effect of the hold. Holding in the end zone will still result in a safety even if the play ends behind the neutral zone.

i
Rule 10-1-5 Exception
Penalties Completed
Dead-Ball Fouls

Change Exception to 
“When unsportsmanlike or dead-ball personal fouls by both teams are reported to the referee and before any of the penalties have been completed or the order of occurrence cannot be determined, the fouls cancel, the number or type of down established before the fouls occurred is unaffected, and the penalties are disregarded, except that any disqualified player must leave the game (Rules 5-2-6 and 10-2-2-a).”

New
“AR 10-1-5-VII

Second and goal at the three-yard line. Runner A14 is downed at the one-yard line and then B67 piles on. A14 retaliates by slugging B67. RULING: The penalties cancel asneither has been completed. A14 is disqualified for fighting. Third and goal (Rule 10-1-1).”

New
“AR 10-1-5-VIII

Runner B17 taunts pursuing A55 prior to scoring a touchdown on an intercepted pass. After B17 crosses the goal line, he is tackled by A55 five yards into the end zone. RULING: The penalties cancel as neither has been completed. The try will be at the three yard line (Rule 10-1-1).”

The intent of this change is to avoid penalising one team more than the other when dead ball enforcement in order of occurrence would result in half distance in one direction and full yardage in the other.

NOTE 
There is also a change to the NCAA rules requiring officials to be assigned from the same officiating organisation. This is irrelevant to British football.

2
To consider other suggested rule changes

a
Rule 2-30-5
Play Classification - Take-a-knee Play

Delete this rule and all other references to Take-a-knee Plays.

b
Rule 3-2-5-a-11
Playing Time and Intermissions - When Clock Starts

Add
“For a fumble out of bounds in advance of the spot of the fumble (Exceptions: On legal kick downs and when Team b is awarded a first down).”

This is the only timing difference between NCAA and British rules and should be eliminated. It is logical that as a forward fumble out of bounds is returned to the spot of the fumble the play is considered to have ended in bounds and the clock should start on the ready rather than the snap.

3
To note NCAA editorial changes

As usual there are many editorial changes in the NCAA rule book. The majority of these are as a result of rule changes or are intended to clarify the rule and which do not change the meaning. The following is a list of the more noteworthy changes.

a
Rule 1-4-5-s
Players and Playing Equipment - Illegal Equipment

Move the reference to eye shields from 1-4-5-j to a new rule and add details of how exceptions can be granted.

b
Rule 2-25-10-d Exception 4
Definitions - Basic Spot

New
“Enforce holding behind the neutral zone by the offensive team from the previous spot (Exception: End-zone safety).”

c
Rule 3-2-1-c
Playing Time and Intermissions - Length of Periods and Intermissions

New
“The 20 minute intermission between halves may start immediately after the second period ends.”

d
Rule 3-2-5-e
Playing Time and Intermissions - When Clock Starts

New
“When Team B is awarded a first down, the clock will be stopped and will start on the snap.”

e
AR 3-5-2-III
Substitutions - Legal Substitutions

Add
“After the ready-for-play signal, A33 an incoming . . “

f
AR 3-5-2-VII
Substitutions - Legal Substitutions

New
“Team A has 11 players in the huddle at the ready-for-play signal. A81 mistakenly thinks he has been replaced and runs to his team area. He is immediately sent back onto the field and assumes a position on the line of scrimmage near his sideline. The entire team has been stationary for one second prior to the snap and there has not been a referee’s timeout. RULING: Live-ball foul. A player looses his status as a participant when he enters the team area while the ball is dead, and then must adhere to substitution rules. Penalty- Five yards from the previous spot or 15 yards from the previous spot, depending on defensive coverage (Rules 3-5-2-d and 9-2-2-b).”

g
AR 6-5-3-VI
Fair Catch - Illegal signals

New
“Team A’s scrimmage kick is rolling beyond the neutral zone when B17 alerts his teammates to stay away from the ball by a “get away” signal at his waist or below. RULING: This is not an illegal or invalid signal and Team B may recover and advance until the ball is dead by rule.”

h
Rules 7-1-3-a-2-a&b
The Scrimmage - Offensive Team Requirements

Add to both
“[S19]”

The appropriate signal for a substitute player not being inside the nine yard marks is Illegal Procedure. No signal was specified previously.

i
Rule 7-3-4
Forward Pass - Eligibility Lost by Going Out of Bounds

Insert
“ . . or end zones or while airborne until it has . . “

j
AR 10-2-2-XLIII
Enforcement Procedures

New
“During A27’s touchdown run, B19 incidentally grasps A27’s facemask. RULING: The try will be from the three-yard line since ‘incidental grasping’ does not qualify as a personal foul.”

4
To note the existing differences between NCAA and British rules (Appendix)

5
To consider if the accepted rule changes warrant the production of a new Rule Book for the 2000 season, the issue of addenda to the existing Rule Book, or no action.

6
To discuss any other business raised by members of the committee

7
To set the date of the next meeting

Appendix

NCAA/British Rule Differences

· Differences in Rule 1 are numerous, probably the most significant is that British hash marks are 70’9” from the sidelines, NCAA are 60’. (1-2-1-k)

· British rules allow any fumble to be recovered and advanced. NCAA rules place restrictions on who can advance a fumble during a 4th down play or PAT. (2-2-3-d, 7-2-2-a-2, 7-2-2-b-2, 8-3-2-d-5)

· British rules permit a league to allow the use of a kicking tee on field goal attempts. NCAA prohibits the use of a tee. (2-15-4-a-1)

· British rules include a definition of a coach. No NCAA equivalent. (2-27-13)

· British rules define a take-a-knee play. No NCAA equivalent (2-30-5)

· British rules require the teams to be in the team areas during the toss. NCAA rules say they may come to the 9 yard lines. (3-1-1)

· British games use a sudden death tie breaker. NCAA uses an equal possession system. (3-1-3)

· NCAA requires the use of the tie breaker in all tied games. British rules allow leagues to determine if a tie breaker is used during regular season games. (3-1-3)

· British rules allow for games of different lengths. NCAA only 15 min quarters. (3-2-1)

· British rules allow a “blowout” rule to be adopted. NCAA no equivalent. (3-2-2-h)

· Rules regarding suspended games differ. (3-3-3-c,d,e)

· British rules, taking the ball off the field is a delay of game penalty - 5 yards. NCAA it is unsportsmanlike conduct - 15 yards. (British 3-4-2-b-4, NCAA 9-2-1-a-2)

· NCAA requires at least 4 players on either side of the ball during a free kick. No British equivalent. (6-1-2-b)

· NCAA states that a player committing non-contact kick catch interference may tackle the receiver without also committing contact interference. No such provision in British rules. (6-4-1-a)

· British rules carry over all personal fouls on tries to the kick-off. NCAA only personal fouls against the kicker, holder or snapper carry over. (8-3-3-b-1)
· British rules carry over all personal fouls on tries when there is a change of possession to the kick-off. NCAA only carries over live-as-dead fouls. (8-3-4)
· British rules disqualify players charging into opponents on a take-a-knee play. No NCAA equivalent. (9-1-2-r)

· British rules require disqualification of a player not on the team roster. No NCAA equivalent. (9-1-4-e)

· NCAA considers a player removing his helmet on field to be an unsportsmanlike act (15 yard penalty) . No British equivalent. (9-2-1-a-1-e)

· British rules treat dissent with an officials decision as unsportsmanlike conduct (15 yard penalty). No NCAA equivalent. (9-2-1-a-1-e)

· British rules permit spiking the ball after an apparent touchdown. NCAA considers this unsportsmanlike conduct (15 yard penalty). (9-2-1-a-3-b)

· NCAA disqualify players with illegal cleats. No British equivalent. (9-2-2-d)

British rules for fighting and the BAFA Disciplinary Code are simpler than NCAA. (9-5)
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